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Abstract 
 
After 1990 the Romanian science and higher education started to develop in different 
directions : 

- development in the number of students in the existing faculties ( the explanation is 
the low level of the graduates weight in the whole population ); 

-  the appearance of new sections, department and faculties ( sociology, 
biotechnology, social work, education, psychology, theology, political sciences). 

- in opening of new private universities near the state units. 
 
This means the gradual enlargement of the number and weight of persons with higher 
education in the whole population. In this process the growing number of women is one of the 
main characteristics, but this change is not affecting the higher positions ( scientist doctors, 
professors in universities ), which positions are occupied constantly by men. 
 The paper presents a longer period from 1990 to 2005 in the life of higher education 
in different faculties, which shows an interesting change in gender composition of some 
faculties, both in students’ and teaching staff too. But the teaching staff, mainly the highest 
positions ( associate professors and professors ) are constantly reserved for men, and this 
situation is changing very slowly. The case study of a Romanian university ( Babes-Bolyai 
University in Cluj ) is a good demonstration of the former sentence.  
 So, the paper is analysing the social positions of the teachers by gender composition, 
in every faculty, also the number of graduates of tertiary educational level in the whole 
country and in the case study ( Univ Babes-Bolyai ). The systematic lack of higher positions of 
women in higher education and in scientific careers ( few doctors ) is expressing a very 
traditional point of view in the Romanian society. In this direction the Hungarian minority ( 
mostly women ) are in the most difficult social situation ( The B.B. University is a bilingual 
Romanian, Hungarian unit with sections in all faculties ). Some faculties are feminized ( 
Humanities ), where 60 % of the teachers are women, but in the social rolls there are 
maintaining the men’s higher positions. There are some faculties where less then one third of 
the teachers are women ( geography, law, sociology, teology, history, philosophy, sports, 
physics, matematics, biology, geology and business). In other faculties is higher the women 
presence as chemistry, political sciences, informatics, economics and education. There is a 
rule, in the highest positions the rate of women is the lowest, going down in the position 
hierarchy, this rate is increasing, becoming higher then the rate of male at the lowest 
positions. ( So, there is a reversed rate between position and the women rate . ) 
In the paper we are making a short presentation of the situation of biotechnology in Romania, 
faculties, students, teachers, research centers.  
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