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Giovanna Di Chiro teaches in the Earth and Environment Department and the Gender Studies
Department at Mount Holyoke College. She has published widely on the intersections of
gender, race, and environmental justice. She is co-editor of the collection, Appropriating
Technology: Vernacular Science and Social Power (University of Minnesota Press, 2004),
which examines the benefits and pitfalls of adopting a variety of technologies to promote social and
environmental justice. Currently she is completing her book, Uncommon Expertise: Women,
Science, and Environmental Politics. This book explores the historical and cross-cultural
emergence of the production of “uncommon expertise” (the blending of community-based
environmental knowledge and university-generated scientific knowledge) through women activists'
encounters with scientific institutions in grassroots environmental, health, and development
struggles. She is a founder of the Pioneer VValley Community Environmental Health Coalition and
works in collaboration with Nuestras Raices—a Latino environmental justice organization—to
conduct community-based participatory action research on environmental health disparities in the
low-income Puerto Rican communities of western Massachusetts.



