
 
                  
Sylvia Tomova 
  
Paper title 
REGULATIONS IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE AND BIOTECHNOLOGY ACCORDING BULGARIAN 
LEGISLATION – GENDER ASPECT 
 
Abstract                                                                          
The relationship among the actors in the scientific field is subject to regulation 
through legal instruments, rules and other normative documents, applicable to this 
activity. 
 
 A revue of the existing legislation related to the gender aspect in science will give 
the  picture to what extend this area is regulated, namely: 
          Constitution of Republic of Bulgaria 
          Law on protection against discrimination/2003/ 
          Law on High Education /1995/ 
          Law on Scientific  Titles and Degrees /1973/ 
          Law on Bulgarian Academy of Science /1991/ 
          Law on Scientific Research Promotion /2003/ 
          Health Law /2004/ 
          Environmental Law/2002/ 
          National Strategy  for Scientific Research 2005-2010 /2004/ and others. 
 
Analysis of the provisions of these acts will try to answer the questions if they are 
effective in providing equal opportunity in scientific research, are they gender sensible 
and gender balanced, is there a legislative gap  or not, are proposals “de lege ferenda” 
needed or not – more relevant legislative measures  on high-tech avtivities? 
 
What happens in practice, are women  underrpresented  in different scientific 
areas, what are the possible solutions./Examples and some statistic data/ 
 
 Activities of women bodies and organizations in order to sensibilise  public 
opinion and decision–makers about the relevant rights of the women in science. 
Description of some rights and how are they respected. 
 
 What is the level of development of biotechnology in Bulgaria, what is the 
female share in it, are some specific regulations needed?  Other methods to achieve 
the goal. 
Description of the problem with the horizontal segregation – concentration of man 
and  women in different scientific fields and sectors in relation with the financial 
assurance. 
Shares in participation in scientific projects for scientific research in the Frame 
Works of EU. 
              
The Bulgarian society is less sensible to the principle of equality of the two sexes, 
in science,  due to the neglecting and not quite understanding the problem. 
The European initiatives for integrated politics of the equal opportunities is also 
not well known and needs to be spread in a larger way. 
 
Comparative  study of the situation in the ENWISE countries on this issue 
Conclusion 
  
Bibliography: 
N.Sretenova, The European Policy of Mainstreaming Gender Equality: Women and Science in 
Bulgaria, IN:SCIENCE/Bulgarian journal/ Edition of the Union of Scientists in 
Bulgaria, N5, 2004, pp 32-40  also in: Proceedings of the International seminar “Raising Gender 
Sensitiveness” 13 July 2004, Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, Sofia, Bulgaria,  
Pp150-190 /in Bulgarian/ 



            N.Sretenova, From transition to Accession: Bulgarian R&D Related Legislation from the Point 
of View of Gender- Balance and Age- Balance Issues, IN:Science Policy and Human Resources 
Development in South-Eastern Europe in the Context of European Integration, Austria, 2006, pp215-
230 /in English/ 
 
                             BIOGRAPHY 
    
Place of birth:  Sofia, Bulgaria 
 
Education: University of Sofia, Faculty of Law, Master degree in law -  1978 
                   Medical University – Sofia, Faculty of Public Health, Master degree in Health  
                   Management 2004 
 
Trainings:   Medical ethics in Montpellier – France 1985 
                    Vienna school of clinical research – 2004 
 
 National Memberships: Member of the Central Ethics Commission on Drug Trials – Ministry 
                                       of Health  
                                      Member of the Ethics Commission on scientific research – Medical 
                                      University  
International 
Membership: Member of the Steering Committee on Bioethics – Council of Europe –since        
                       1991  
 
Present position: Chief legal advisor Medical University – Sofia since 1992 
Previous position: Chief legal advisor Institute of treatment of foreign citizens 1979-1992 
 
Languages: English, French, German, Spanish 
 
Publications:” The Patient, Doctor, Society” – book – Bulgarian edition 1983 
                      The rights of the patient -  Society and law, Bulgarian journal, 
                       Patients rights in organ transplantation, Bulgarian journal 
 
Participations       Coordinator of EU Project – EURETHNET 
in EU projects: 
 
                             PRIVIREAL project EU on protection of  personal data 
 
                             International Congresses and Conferences on ethics, bioethics, medical law 
 
               
             
                                                                                                        


